Getting Started

First of all, we need your machine to be booted into Linux.  If it isn't already displaying RedHat Linux on the screen, then either turn the machine on, or, if it is already on, issue a shutdown/restart sequence.
LILO
When the machine starts to boot, you'll eventually see a small prompt appear that looks like

LILO:

If you do not intervene at this point (within approximately 10 seconds), the computer will boot into its default configuration, usually WindowsNT.  

To see a list of LILO options, while the LILO: prompt is on the screen, press the TAB key.  Normally available options include dos (a.k.a. WindowsNT), Linux, next.

We want to boot into Linux, so type 'Linux' and press the ENTER key.  The system will now begin booting into the Linux operating system.

KDE

Let us survey the screen.  (Trash, floppy, cdrom ).

The Desktop

You can place items on the desktop in a few different ways.  One way is to right-click your mouse somewhere on the desktop space.  You'll see a menu appear choose the option New.

Kpanel

The Kpanel is the row of icons at the bottom of your screen.  Located here is your K menu, as well as a bunch of helpful shortcuts.  We'll be discussing what most of these icons/shortcuts do in a bit…

What I want to show you is how to configure Kpanel's behavior and appearance.  Right click somewhere on the panel where there is an empty space, and choose Configure from the menu that appears.  <play>

K Menu

At the far left of the Kpanel is an icon labeled "K".  This is analogous to the Window's Start menu.  Listed here are many of the programs that are available on the computer you are using.  For example, you can find the netscape program listed under the "Internet" submenu, as well as Maple under the "Applications" submenu.

You can edit a "Personal" portion of this K menu to add your own entries.  To do so, right-click on the "K", and choose "Properties". …. <play>

KFM

On the panel at the bottom of the screen is an icon that looks like a folder with a small house on it.  Clicking on this will open the KDE file manager to view your home directory.  I like the menu option: View->Show Tree, so that you can see the folder heirarchy at the same time that you are browsing a folder's contents.

To open or view a file or document, the usual procedure is to click on it (once).  This will open it using it's default application (this is configurable).  For example, a dvi file will open into the KDE dvi viewer called kdvi.

There are a few more useful configuration options available from Options menu.  <play>

Also, there is also some good on-line help available via the menu:  Help->Contents.

Virtual Consoles

You will also see a few buttons labelled "One", "Two", "Three", and "Four" on your Kpanel.  These designate different virtual consoles.  A virtual console is like having an extra screen's worth of space to work with on the screen.  You can flip back and forth between "consoles" by clicking "One" or "Two", etc…

Useful Applications

Applications

Organizer, Found at K->Applications->Organizer.  A handy calendar.

Games

Need I say anything?  (-;

Graphics

Most useful are the DVI viewer (kdvi), ImageViewer, and PS Viewer programs.

Internet

Netscape

Settings

System

Task Manager, view and kill programs.

Utilities

Knotes, Printer Queue, Process management (another variant of Task Manager above)

Gnome (optional)

Red Hat

Graphics->The Gimp  (a photoshop-like graphics editor)

Internet (goodies)

System->Change Password

