Taking Testson the Gatavay WebTestsSystem

JohnLindsayOrr
August14,1999

1 Getting Around the System

You cangeteverywhereyou needto go from the systemhomepaget

‘ http://calculus.unl.edu/students

(seeFigurel). If you everneedto getbackto the systemhomepageclick ontheicon
labelled“*home” atthe bottomof any pageandit’ Il bring you backthere.
Fromthe systemhomepageou can:

¢ Rgjisteronthetestingsystem(Section2),
e Findatestin your class(Section3),

e Accessyourold tests(Section5), and

¢ Readon-linehelppages.

Eitherclick onthelink for theserviceyou needn theorangdeft-handcolumn,or click
ononeof thelinks in thedescriptve partof the page.

2 Registering

If youwantto take atestonthe system(otherthana practicetest—seeSectiond) then
you'll needto registerwith the system.Registeringsimply involvestelling the system
yournameandstudentD, andchoosingalogin nameandpassverd for yourself. Any-

onecanregisterfor a classon thesystemby simplyfilling outtheregistrationform. In

factyou might accidentallyregisterfor the wrongclassif youfill outtheform wrong,
sotake carethatthe classyou pick whenyou registeris really the oneyou'rein!

2.1 How to Register

Fromthehomepageglick onthelink to “Make Record”,andyou’ll cometo theregis-
trationform shown in Figure2. Enteryour nameandstudentiD in thefieldsprovided.
If you have anemailaddressyou canenterit too; your instructormight find it useful
if he/shewvantsto getin touchwith you.
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Figurel: Thesystemhomepage.

Choosethe classthatyou're in from the drop-dawn list at the bottomof the page.
Make sure you pick theright class! If you registerin the wrong class,your instructor
will not seeyour testresults! (Sometimesif you cometo this pagefrom somavhere
otherthanthe hompagethe systemalreadyknows which classyou arein. In thatcase
it omitsthedrop-davn menu,andshavs you your classin red.)

You alsoneedto pick alogin andpassword for yourself. You shouldremember
yourlogin andpasswerd andusethemwhenereryou usethe systemin thefuture. That
way your instructorwill beableto seeyourtestresultsarrangedogetheyandyou will
beableto go backandseeall your pasttestson the system.

Justlike mary other computersystemsperhapsyour email account,or a UNIX
account) your login is supposedo be a handlethatidentifiesyou on the system but
you don't needto keepit secret. On the other hand,your passverd is the key that
opensup your account.With your passverd, someoneslsecouldlook at your old test
resultsor even take teststhat seemto be taken by you, so you shouldkeepit secret.
If you worry that someonemight have stolenyour passverd, you should changeit
immediately(seeSection5).



Choosea login namefor yourselfandenterit in the box on the registrationform.
Most peoplelike to chooseeithera nicknamefor themseles,or elsetheir first initial
followedby theirlastname.

Your login namemustbeat least3 andno morethan8 alphanumerichar-
acters. Thefirst charactermustbea letter andspacesare notallowed.

Choosea password andtype it into the passwerd box on the form. So that no-
oneelsecanlook over your shoulderandseeyour passwerd, it doesnt appearon the
screen.But to make surethatyou typedit in right, you shouldretypeit againin the
secondpassverd box. You shouldchoosea passverd thatyou canremembeibut that
it hardfor anyoneelseto guess.Never useyour login nameas your passwod! And
avoid usingnicknamesnamesof friendsor petsasa passward becausdhey areeasy
to guess.

Your passwod mustbe at least5, and no more than 12 alphanumeric
characterslong. Spacesre notallowed.

Onceyou'vefilled outtheregistrationform, presshe“Pressto continue”buttonat
the bottomof the screenIf you've madeary mistakesfilling outthe form, the system
will letyouknow andreturnyouto theform. Otherwiseyou'll have achanceo review
your registrationbeforeit is madefinal. Onceyou've createdyour userrecordyou’ll
be offeredthe chanceo take atestin theclassyou justregisteredor.

2.2 Help! | forgot my passord!
If you forgetyour passverd (or your login name)you have two options:

¢ You cancreatea new registrationrecordfor yourselfwith anew login name(the
systemwon't let you reusethe sameogin name).This hasthedisadwantagehat
you won't be ableto go backand seethe resultsof testsyou took with your
old login, but at leastthe procedureis quite straightforvard andyou cando it
yourself.

e Your instructorcan remind you of your login name. Your instructordoesnot
haveaccesso yourpassverd, buthe/shecanchangeyour passverdto something
elseandtell youwhatyour new passwerdis. (Your instrcutorwould go through
the sameprocesdlescribedn 5.1, using his/herpassverd in placeof your old
passverd.)

3 TakingaTest

From the homepageclick on the link “Take a Test” andyou’ll cometo a seriesof
choiceswhichwill helpyou selectyour test.
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Figure2: Theregistrationform.

3.1 Selecting your test

To chooseyour test,you needto go throughthefollowing steps:
e Selecttheclassyou arein,
e Choosehetestyouwantto take,
e Selectthemodeto take thetestin, and
¢ Log in with yourlogin nameandpassverd.

Someof thesestepswill be omittedif thereis only oncechoiceavailable,sotypically
you'll selectyourtestwith fewer steps.

Onceyou've loggedin to take the testyou selectedthe systemwill checkto see
if thereareary othertestsyou are currentlyworking on. A teststayscurrentin the
systemuntil you have it gradedor startanew one,sothesystermwill warnyouthatyou



have a currenttestevenif it findsatestthatyou startedalongtime agoandabandoned
withoutever gettinggraded If thereis acurrentteststill active onthesystemyouhave
threechoices:

Resumetheold test: In somecircumstancegou’ll needspecialpermissiorto do this
afteralong delay

Start a new test: This will overwrite the old test,andall your work on that testwill
belost.

Gradetheold test: Thiswill giveyouagradefor yourold testandsave its resultson
thesystem.Subsequentlyou cantake a new testwithoutlosingtheresultof the
old test.

3.2 Thetest page layout

Onceyou have selectedyour test,you’ll cometo thefirst pageof your new test,which
will look like Figure3. Checkthatthetitle at the top of the screendescribeghe test
youwantto take. The buttonsimmediatelyunderthetitle arethe controlsthatyou use
to move aroundthe testandto have it graded.As ever, theres a setof buttonsat the
bottomof the pageto gethelpandto returnto thehomepage.

Therestof the pageis takenup with oneor morequestionsrom thetest. Typically
atestis spreadover several pageswith only oneor two questionson a page. At the
headof the questionjustunderthe horizontalline) is a countof which pageof thetest
you're on, andhow long you have left to work onthetest.

3.3 Answering aquestion

Mostquestiondiave someinstructionson whattype of answeryou’re supposedo give.
Thequestiong/ou’ll seewill all be oneof thefollowing types:

Multiple Choice: Selectoneor moreof the optionsby clicking on the buttonsbeside
theoptions.Somemultiple choicequestion®nly let you selectoneoption,while
othersexpectyou to selectall relevantchoices.

Formula: Somequestionsaskyou to entera numberor a formula into a text box.
Dependingon the contet, you may be asked for a formula, a dimensionless
number a numberwith physicaldimension(i.e. units), or a list of numbersor
formulas. Look underthe text box for informationaboutwhat format of entry
the questionexpects.

If you're unsureabouttheformatof theformulayou gave asyour answey make
sureto pressthe “Preview” buttonbesidethe formulaentrybox to seeyour for-
mula presentedn standardnathematicahotation(seeFigure4). For morein-
formationon how to entermathematicalormulas,seeAppendixA

Fill-in-the-blank: Thesequestionshave drop-davn menusscatteredhoughthe text
of the question. Selectthe appropriatechoicefrom eachof the menusto make
thetext readasa correctstatement.
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Figure3: A typical pagein atest.

3.4 Movingaround

You canstepfrom onepageto the next or previous oneusingthe “Next” and“Back”
buttons at the top of the screen. If you cant seethe buttonsafter you've finished
working on a question scroll backto thetop of the pageto find them. Don’t useyour
browsers bad or forward buttonsinside of a test(seeFigure 5) asthis mayresultin
the systemosingthe answeryougaveto thelast questionyouwere workingon!

If youwantto jump aroundyour test,click onthe “Goto” button atthe top of the
screen.This bringsyouto alist of all the questionsn thetest. Selectthe questionyou
wantandyour browserwill goto thatquestion.

3.5 Getting your test graded

Whenyou'veanswereall thequestiongou canonyourtest,presghe“Grade” button.
The systemtakesa quick look over your testandlooks for ary questionsvhich you
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have left blank or which you have madea typo in (suchas mathematicaformulas
which have missing parentheses)If it finds arny questiondike that, it bringsup a
warningscreerwhich lists the questions/ou might wantto review beforehaving your
testgraded. If you wantto go backyou can eitherclick on the “return to question
sheet”button, or selectthe particularquestionyou wantto go backto. If you don't
wantto returnto yourtest,click onthe “gradethetestanyway” button.

If thereareno questionghatthe systemneedso warnyou about(or if you chose
to disregardthewarning),your testwill be gradedmmediately

3.6 Your results

Oncethe systemhasgradedyour testit will reporton the scoreyou made.If the test
you're taking had a pass/ail scoreassignedo it thenit'll alsotell you whetheryou
passedr failed,and,if youfailed,how closeto passingyouwere.

On the samepageyou getyour testresults theres alsoa buttonto seeyour testin
moredetail. Pressinghis givesyou a list of all the questionsyou answeredtogether
with feedbackon the questions/ou got wrong. You may wantto print this pageout,
especiallyif youwantto discusgheresultsof yourtestwith yourinstructor However,
thesystemstoresall of thetestsresults,soif you wantto go backandseethis pagein
thefutureit will alwaysbe availablefor you (seeSectionb).



4 Practice Tests

Sometestson the systemaregivenaspracticetests.You don't needto registeralogin

nameto take a practicetest, but you also can't get credit for taking a practicetest,
becauseheres norecordkepton the systemof any practicetestsyou take. You select
apracticetestthesameway asary other(seeSection3.1)andyou navigateit andhave

it gradedn the sameway asary other(seeSections3.4and3.5.

5 Lookingat Your Old Tests

The systemkeepsa recordof all the testsyou’ve taken (exceptpracticetests). From
the systemhomepageselectthelink “View Record”,andlog in with your login name
andpasswverd (make sureyou selecttheright classon the drop-davn menu).

The pageyou cometo will give a listing of all the testsyou’ve completedon the
system. Thelist will tell you the scoreandtime spenton eachof thesetests. If you
click onthebuttonto theleft of atestsummaryandpressView Old Test” atthetop of
the page)you geta print-out of the questions/ou answeredn thattest,togethemwith
feedbaclkonthequestions/ou gotwrong. Your instructorcanalsoaccesshis page,so
you canalwaysaskhim/herto take a look at a particulartestyou took. Make sureto
tell him/herthe dateandtime of thetest.

5.1 Changing your password

It's agoodideato changeyour passverd from time to time to reducethe chanceof
someoneelseusingit. And if you everthink someonéhasstolenyour passverd, you
shouldchangédt immediately!

Log on to the “View Record”pageasdescribedn the last section,and pressthe
“ChangePassvord” buttonatthetop of thepage.You'll beaslkedfor yourold passverd
again(asa securityprecautionjandalsoto enteryour new passverd twice (justasyou
did whenyoufirst registered).As before,your new passverd mustbeatleasts, andno
morethan12 alphanumericharacteréong, spacesrenotallowed,and,of coursethe
two new passwardsmustmatch. If all goeswell, your new passverd will bein effect
assoonasyou click on OK atthetop of thepage(andyou old passverd will nolonger
work). Make sureto remembewyour new passverd!

A Mathematical Formulas

Somequestionsaskyouto typein amathematicalormulaor expression.You cantype
in formulasusing standardnathematicahotationand, if it looks right, the computer
shouldunderstandt. A goodrule of thumbis thatthe computerwill understandary
formulathatthe TI-85 will graph.Thus,thecomputemwill understandormulaslike:

X"2-2x+1 2sin(x) (xX"2+1)e"(-x"2)



The mostcommonmistale peoplemalke is to forgetto putin enoughparentheses
to make it clearwhatthey mean. You can never go wrong by putting in too mary
braclets!

You cantype an asterisk(ie “*") for multiplication, or just write two lettersor a
letter and a numbertogether(like “2x”). Usethe caret,“”” for exponentiationand
theletter“e” for 2.718...(sothat the exponentialfunctionis “e"x ”). Write pi for
3.141...

A.1 Functions

The namesfor commonmathematicafunctions(sin , cos, etc.) arejust whatyou

would expect. The squareroot functionis sqrt(x)  (or you cantype “x"(1/2) ”

or“x"0.5 " instead).Theinversetrig functionsarearcsin(x) , arccos(x) ,and

arctan(x) . Trigonometricfunctionsareall setto work in radians.
Thefunctionsandoperations/ou canuseare:

Arithmetic Numbers

+ Addition e e=2.71828...
- Subtraction pi m=3.14159...
* Multiplication  2.9E8  €.g.290,000,000
/ Division
" Exponentiation

Trigonometric Miscellaneous
sin Sine sqrt Squareroot
cos Cosine log Logarithm(basel0)
tan Tangent In Naturallogarithm
arcsin Inversesine abs Absolutevalue
arccos Inversecosine
arctan Inversetangent
sec Secant
csc Cosecant
cot Cotangent

A.2 Variable names

You canuseary letterfor a variablename,but you shouldalwaysusethe sameletter
thatis usedn thequestionIf thequestiorasksyouto differentiate™2 thentheanswer
2x will be gradedwrong. Also notethatthe systemis casesensitve; the variablesx
andX aredifferentvariables!

Somequestionsare setin what'’s called “restrictedmode”. This meansthat the
only mathematicafunctionsyou canusein a questionin this modeis sqrt(x) . The
reasorthereis a restrictedmodefor somequestionds so that someonecant answer
a questionlike “What is sin(pi/4) ?” by typing “sin(pi/4) " for the answer
Insteacdthey would have to givetheanswer‘ 1/sqrt(2) .



